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II being a ptevailing Opinion; 
That the Biſhop of Bangor 
is wholly UNANSWERABLE in 

his late Performances, but eſ- 
pecially in his ; I coun 
not but think that a clear Proof of his 
- Lordſhip's Fallibility might be worth At- 
| tempting, if there can be any hope of 
ſucceſs.” Nor can I be without Hope, 
That the Evidence I am able to produce, 
may have its effect; at leaſt, upon ſome 
of thoſe few, who are but moderately 
prejudiced, and may fill be capable of 


| Conviction. For One is naturally apt to 

* MM think he may convince Others of what he is 

; 8 perfectly ſatinied about himſelf : And fo per- 

IF fedtly am I ſatisfied in the preſent Caſe ; 
that I muſtthink it very much my own 
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of his Doctrines. : 


Fault, if I fail of convincing a Reader who 


has Common Unaerſianding, and an honeſt 


Diſpoſition to be convinced by Reaſon. 
To ſuch a One, I hope it may ſoon, and 
eaſily, be made appear, not barely that 
his Lordſhip is not always unanſwerable ; 
bur that he is not ſo, even in thoſe Points 


where it moſt concerns him to be ſo. 


Vet, ſince that Fair and Honeſt Diſpoſi- 
tion to receive a Conviction, is not to be 
preſumed upon in every Reader; it may 


be worth while to endeavour the remo- -$ 
val of thoſe Prejudices, of which I am 


moſt apprehenſive; before we come cloſe 
to the Merits of the Queſtion. This, I 
imagine, 1s moſt likely to be done, by a 
particular Inquiry into the Riſe of that 
Prevailing Opinion it is my buſineſs to op- 
poſe: Or by conſidering, whether there 
be not ſome Cauſes aſſignable, whereby the 
Notion that his Lordſhip is Unaſwerable 
may fairly be accounted for; tho' we 


ſhould not ſuppoſe it to be owing to the 


ſtrength of his Reaſonings, or the truth 


That there are ſuch aſſignable Cauſes, is 
what I hope to make very evident in the 


| ſequel; but before I proceed, I ſhall give 


the Reader an intimation of One Encou- 


ragement I have, to believe, that my pre- 


ſent Undertaking will no more be Difh- 
1 cult, 
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cult, than it is Needleſs. Some of theſe 
Preliminary Matters ſhall be a little the 
more enlarged upon; becauſe they are 
intended as an Introduction, not only to 
the Reaſonings that will be found towards 
the latter part of theſe Papers, but to o- 
ther Pieces, that may follow from the 
ſame Hand; unleſs very ſuddenly pre- 
vented by a better. It being my full 
perſuaſion, that there is very much more, 
to be moſt evidently proved againſt his 
Lordſhip, than what is here undertaken 


for the preſent : And that in my preſent, 


or future, endeavours upon this Subject, 


Wc 4 
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I ſhall not be altogether without a Help- 
er; but ſhall ſometimes find my ſelf ſup- 


ported; and (in my own Opinion) by a 


very good Authority. 


For, next to the Evidence of the 


Thing; the beſt Encouragement I have, 
to hope that his Lordſhip may not be 
us wholly Unanſwerable; is the Obſervation 


of ſome very material Points, in which 


his Lordſhip has condeſcended ( as I ima- 


Z gine) to Anſwer Himſelf. This appears 


to me with ſuch a degree of Evidence, 
that I do not find it in my power to 


2 convince my ſelf of the contrary at pre- 


ſent ; or entirely to deſpair of being ta- 


| voured » upon ſeveral inportant occaſions, 
with the Advantage of his Lordſhip's 
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Aſſiſtance. I would not be underſtood ta 
inſinuate, that his Lordſhip has openly re- 


tracted any one Particular, that I know 


zeal Meaning (that is, the private Inter- 


of: But, he ſeems, I think, ( implicitly) to 


give up in one place, the ſame things that 


are ſtrongly inſiſted on in another; and 
of his Opponent, 

Nor am I utterly without hope of the | 
like Aſſiſtance, in ſome degree, from other | 


thereby yery much to faciliate the Work 


Hands; and Thele not very inconſiderable 
in the preſent Debate. The Gentlemen 


who have aſſiſied his Lordſhip ; do not, 


all of them, ſeem to have been ſo nar- 
 row-ſpirited, or ſo Partial; as to be alto- 


gether wanting in their friendly Offices, 
to thoſe who are not of their own, or his 
Lordſhip's, Perſuaſion. * haye contri- 
buted (as I imagin) in ſome proportion, 


to the relief of his Lordſhip's Opponents; 


by invalidating a_Topick or two, which 
his Lordſhip ſeems to rely upon againſt 
them. = 1 5 . 

Here and elſewhere, I ſay only, Sees; 
Becauſe I know the danger; and have 

ood Reaſon to be aware, that I am nat 
155 familiarly) to preſume upon Certain- 
ties, about Intentions or Meanmgs. Nat 


even about the real Drift, and Deſign, of 
ſeemingh direct Argumentations; or the 
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re- 
pro: 
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7 555 ) of ſcemingly plain Expreſſions, 
9 


This J hope to remember, as a neceſſary 
Rule, in the proſecution of my Inquiries, 


about the Nature of the Church, or King- 


dom, of Chriſt : And ſo much the rather; 


becauſe it is a Caution which his Lord- 


4 b ſhip himſelf has taught me. I do not 
mean, by his own Example But his Lord- 


ſhip has, otherwiſe, taught me that there 


is a danger of my miſtaking in ſuch mat- 


ters: And This he has taught me in ſuch 


a Manner; that, unleſs I am deſtitute of 


common Senſe, it may be expected I 
ſhould ( now at laſt) be convinced of a 


great Neceſſity to be very much upon my 
Guard. For, ſhould I prove ſo Unhappy, 


as to commit one of thoſe eaſy Miſtakes ; 
the Judgment is denounced : And I have 
a warning beforehand, that it is at the 


peril of a very ſevere Cenſure either upon 
my Honeſty, or Underſtanding. _ 


This matter I am obliged to explain, in 


ſome meaſure, by the Deſign I have profeſ- 


ſed. One part of which, is to inquire in- 
to the Cauſes that may have given Riſe, 


or Support, to the Conceit of his Lord- 


ſhip's being Unapſwerable. But, as L-find 
my ſelf, not a little concerned in the Caſe, 
being already dipt in the Guile of miſta- 


king his Lordſhip's Meanings: I ſhall pre- 


ſume upon Pardon, from a charitable Rea- 


E6J] 


der $- if I am hereby tempted to expatiate 1. 3 


upon this Point, a little farther than my 
principal Deſign may oblige me. And 


this the rather, becauſe I have ſeveral 


other, (leſs intereſted, and very charita- 


ble) Conſiderations in my i ; and 


am farther encouraged by Theſe, to be- 
lieve, that a Paragraph or two extraordi- 
nary, upon his Loraſhip's Candour, may 
not be thought a Needleſs, or an Uncha- 


-rtable Excurſion. - - 


It appears to me, that the Miſconftru- 


ction of his Lordſhip's Writings and Rea- 


lonings, as it is repreſented by himſelf; 
may ſeem to imply ſomething Capital, 
and exceedingly Heinous: More Heinous 
(as I apprehend ) than either Charity, or 
his Lordſhip, will allow us to conceive, 
of an Error about the plain Meaning of 
Scripture it ſelf. I ſpeak of ſuch an Error 
as ( in outward appearance ) is equally 
Circumſtantiated : And that I may not be 
ſuſpected of inſinuating a Charge againſt 
his Lordſhip's Repreſentations, without a- 


ny reaſonable grounds; an Inſtance or two 


ſhall be immediately produced. I {hall 


content my ſelf with ſuch as firſt occur 5 
tho' they ſhould not be the moſt advan- 


tagious to my purpoſe : Being well ſatisfi- 


ed that, if one of theſe ſhould be conte- 
ſted; another, and another, and ano- 


ther, 


oe" wn 
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plainings. 


77. 


ther, will not be far to ſeek. "T0 Rea- 
der may judge, by thoſe I ſhall now lay 


before him ; What a Crime it may be 


thought to miſtake his Lordſhip's Mean 
ings: And by ſome Obſervations thereup- 


1 


on which ſhall be added; he may alſo 


judge, Whether this be not fuch a Crime, 


as Humane Weakneſs cannot always be 


ſure to eſcape : Or could not, at leaſt, 
without the help of his Lordſhip's Ex- 
Anſo. to Repreſ. 13, 14. His Lord- 
{hip affirms, that the Senſe he is there 


giving of a certain Paragraph in his Ser- 


mon, is the Only Senſe it is capable of by a- 


ny Conſtruftion in the World. N. B. What 


Senſe there may be in that Paragraph of 


the Sermon, or in thoſe Pages of the An- 
ſer which Comment upon it; is like to 
be examined very ſoon, and pretty ſtrict- 


ly. At preſent we are only to obſerve, 


that there is a Severity implied in the 
Words I have tranſcribed, and in another 
Paſſage I ſhall here annex ; and fuch a 


= Leverity, to appearance, as may ſeem not 
= very confiſtent with his Lordſhip 5, fo 


much celebrated, Candour. 
The other Paſlage is, as follows. 
Anſw. to Repreſ. p. 22. His Lordſhip 


is ſpeaking of the extraordinary State of 
the Church, in the Days of the Apoſtles ; 


and 


— — — 
— 


„ 
and here he thinks he may venture to af 
firm, there is not a Man capable of reading 
his Lordſhip's Sermon, who can underſtand 
Him to have had the leaſt thought in his 
Mind, of that State of the Church. Now 
for my own part, who have actually read 
the Sermon; I do really believe his Lord- 
ſhip had no ſuch Thoughts in his Mind: 
And, if ſuch a Thought had been there, 
[ believe; that ſome few Words in the 
Sermon, might not have ſtood where they | 
do; nay that ſome other ſhort Word or 
two, might ſomewhere have been dropft 
in, expreſly, by way of Exception to | 
that Extraordinary State of the Church. | | 
do farther believe concerning both the i 
Paſſages I have tranſcribed, and many o- 
thers of the ſame Aſpect: That, Either 
they Are intended by way of Anſwer to 
the Committee, or they Are Not. If 
they are not; I ſhall be no farther trou- 
| bleſome : But if they be ſo intended; i 
then, I think, they muſt ſuppoſe, that 
the Committee did miſrepreſent his 
Lordſhip's Meaning (p. 13, 14.) and his 
Lordſhip's Thoughts, (p. 22.) For, if 
They did not miſrepreſent his Lordſhip's 
Meaning, or Thoughts; then, his Lord- 
ſhip's explaining his own Meaning (p. 13, 
14.) and his declaring his own Thoughts, 
(p. 22.) will be of little ſignificance 8 
OTE Wards 
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| —— his Lordſhip's Meaning, where 
no Man could miſtake it, Who is but a- 
ble to Read, and to underſtand the Only 
Poſſible Senſe of what he Reads. And 


4 That they did Not miſtake, but did really 


wards an 0 * 33 IE 8 
They did miſrepreſent either his Lord- 


_ thip' 7 f=cningy (13z'1'4:),\or\bis Thoughts 


(22.) This m have been done, Either 
thro' iniſtate, or with deſign. Suppoſe; 


90 therefore, that They miſrepreſented his 
1 Fee s Meaning, (13, 14.) ; 'thro! mi- 


4 this Caſe; it will -appear that 
ek ſtand charged; by his'Lordihipy with 


Ibis; even in an Engliſb Sermon; and in 


. a Writer, not a little — for Clear 
Thought, and Clear Expreſſion. If They 


could, and did (realy) Vmllake! in fuchp 
Caſe as this; then indeed it may be nd 


great impropriety to ſay that they were 


not Maſters of an Ordinary panne, or 8 


Common. Underſtan N 4 10 eins 
Suppoſe, therefore, on the ocher lis ; 


eee his Lordſhip's true Meaning, and 
did miſrepreſent it —— : And all 


this in a very Publick manner, and with 
an Intention that is either well known: 
or can eaſily be ſuſpected. Upon this 


Suppoſition, there is —— to be: ſaid of 
ſuch 1 1 9 and his Ledde has 
12 1 2 e "Friends 


Friends (to my certain knowledge) who! 
know how to lay it pretty plainly. 


M hate ver his Londſbip's Friends may ſay; 


Fg - 


there will remain, to all humane Appear- 
ance, a very ungracious Dilemma: Not. | 
only upon the Committee, for whom a- 
lone I am by no means concerned; but 
upon every Living Man, whoſe Misfor- 

tune it has been to-explain his Lordſhip 
in ſuch delicate particulars) otherwiſe 

than his Lordſhip has ſince. explained Him- 


ſelf. Be thoſe. living Men, Chriſtians or 
otherwiſe; Engliſhmen or Foreigners; To- 


ries or Whigs: Be they Clergy: or La ity 
(for whom; in their Perſonal Capacities; | 
I do, and hope I always ſhall, bear an . 
_ Regard:: ) Nay, be they his Lord- 


3 


vals or his Patront; as far as any of theſe 


Men may have happen'd to repreſent 


Thoſe Meanings of his Lordſhip's, other- 
wiſe than thoſe Meanings have been 


- ſince) repreſented by Himſelf ; ſo far are 
they Concluded under that unmerciful 


Dilemma before: mentioned; And fo far 


muſt they ſuffer accordingly, in the one 


part of their Character, or in the other. 


zee: For, I believe it to be evident, in 


; bs 


ip's Adverſaries, or his Votaries; his Ri- 
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+ do not mean This, with Reſpect to 1 
ſe Paſſages only, which are above tran- 
icribed, out of the Anſwer to the Commit- | 


fact, 


1 
1 
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ict, that his Lordſhip's Meaning (accor- 
ding to his own Authentick Account of it) 


has been miſrepreſented more than once, 
or twice; and that this has been done, 
not only by Men of one Denomination: 
And not only in ſuch Expreſſions, as his 


Lordſhip has not yet deny d to be du- 


bious; but in thoſe very Paragraphs, or 
Sentences, of which his Lordſhip has a- 
ctually Pronounced, that Their Meaning 
could not be miſtaken by a Man able to 
Read them, by a Man of Ordinary Capa- 
city, by a Man of Common Underſtand-- 
ing: or ſomething, in other Words, to 
the like purpoſe, and amounting to no 
leſs than theſ. rey boron 


* 


| . | FF IWR e. 
I this be ſo; there are a great many 


living Men who have brought themſelves 


into a worſe Condition than ever they 


were aware before; and muſt now ſtand 
expoled to the ſtroke of that two-edged 


Sword, The Dilemma. Such is the Caſe 


of every Man, who has miſ-explained a- 


ö ny one of thoſe welbaſſerted Meanings 


we are conſidering. Whatever he may 
be in other Reſpects; he muſt take his 


Lot in the Dilemma. The want of Senſe, 


or the want of Honeſty, is the Character 
he may ſeem | entitled to; and his Lord- 


thip's Readers have the Privilege of deter- 
mining (according to their different incli- 


2 nations) 
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neſty, as not to ſpeak what they did not 
mip's Perſonal Goodneſs, and Charity, 
' World; for Weak Men, and unlearned; 


meſs or Ignoramce, would naturally be 


Merciful, way of chaſtiſing the Faults they | 


(as the Committee for Example) might 
ſtill ſeem; in ſome manner, to be allow- 
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joy 


ther than from their want of ſo nuch Ho- | 
Think. Upon the other fide, his Lord- 
might incline him to let them paſs in the 


rather than for malicious, and wicked. 
Becauſe the Branding of them with Weak- | 


accounted much the more Humane, and 


had committed: And therefore, by this 
Method, his Lordſhip's Miſrepreſenters 


2 


Tt „ 
ed The Benefit of the Clergy at leaſt. Nay 
they might really enjoy it both in Name, 
„and in Efe#; tho' there be a peculiar Cir- 
cumſtance Inverted : The Puniſhment theſe 
Culprits undergo, being ſo much the more 
Moderate; if his Lordſhip be underſtood 
to have pronounced that they Can Not 
But then; ev'n upon this Suppoſitzon, (or 
any other to the like Effect) there will be 
no great Complement implied, tho' the 
, Benefit be granted. The Character of an 
- KM uncommon Ignorance, or Deficiency of 
Senſe, being ſeldom an acceptable Account 
for a Man to hear of himſelf. It mult 
&Z however, be conſider' d, in the preſent caſe, = 
as a Favour allowed to the Condemned; 
the other part of the Disjunctiwe, or the 
lmputation of wanting Honeſty, being a 
Cenſure fo much the lefs Gracious of the 
Two. And it were well, if this Favour 


were ſure to be always granted; for, tho 
his Lordſhip, in his Mercy, ſhould be ſup- 
= poſed to 5irike at the Underſtanding, and 
> WM not at the Sincerity, of his Miſinterpre- 
ters; yet Others who Can, and do, Read 
his Lordſhip's Works, may not be aware 
upon which fide his Lordſhip's Blow is to 
fall; or may not be perſuaded to direct 
their own'the ſame way. Thoſe Others will 
bot eaſily be convinced, that his Lord- 
” ae | ſhip's 
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. [14] 
ſhip's Miſinterpreters had either, not Ledr- 


ning enough to Read; or not Senſe enough 


to apprehend the Only poſſible Meaning of 


plain Engliſh Words. Beſides that, there 
are many, in this unhappy Number, who 
never can be generally thought to have 


any pretenſion to his Lordſhip's Coup de 


Grace; or to the Benefit of being ſuppoſed 


to want Engliſh Scholarſhip, or Common 
Senſe. | = =_ 
Of this I am the more apprehenſive, up- 
on the account of certain Eugliſb Words, 


T7 
* 


that have eſcap'd his Lordſhip himſelf: 
Words of ſuch a Sound; as may ſeem to 


direct the Suſpicions of a Reader, towards 
the Morals, rather than the Intellectuals, 


of the Perſon Concerned. (All which, I 
really believe to have happen'd, without 
his Lordſhip's Deſigning ſo much.) An In- 


ftance to this purpoſe, which now offers 


itſelf to my Thoughts, is to be ſeen in the 


Anſwer to Dr. Snape, p. 22. Here the 


Doctor is call'd upon to lay his hand upon 
his Heart, and act, whether his Repreſen- 


tation of a Sentence in his Lordſhip's Ser- 
mon, zs a Chriſtian, Humane, Honeſt Re- 


preſentation of what the Doctor's own Eyes 


Read in that Sentence. After which it 
ſoon follows, That to repreſent his Lord 
hip as the Doctor had there done, is to 1c- 
ſolve to repreſent as the Doctor himſelf ſhall 


think 


z 
* '"P 
4 N 
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1] 
think fit; and then the Sentence concludes 
( with the conſtant Topick of Aggrava- 
tion and Alarum, that) Poetry may 
| well Triumph, if a Proteſtant may not ſay 
& What his Lordſhip had ſaid, without ſuch 
Ma TREATMENT. - 
3 1 confeſs that I could not, at firſt, Read 
all this without Horror; and that I am al- 
W moſt tempted, upon the review, to recall 
my ſuggeſtion of What his Lordſhip did 


not deſign. Yet ſtill, my Reſolution is, ne- 


ver (if I can help it) to let it reſt in m 


Thoughts, That it was his Lordſhip's 
Meaning, to ſay, the Doctor had Reſolved 
to repreſent him Unchriſtianly, Innuman- 
ly, or Diſhoneſtly; and that he had done 


all This, from an angry Imagination, that 


this was a Treatment his Lordſhip had de- 
ſerv'd: And after an Expreſs Profeſſion, 
23 moreover, by the Doctor himſelf, that he 


bad not miſinterpreted his Lordſhip's Mean- 
T in Witfully; ( Firſt Letter, p. 28.) it at 


But my Fear is, that thoſe Words of his 
Lordſhip's, as they ſtand without any hint 
of Caution to his Readers; may leave an 
X abiding Impreſſion upon many of them, 
to the diſadvantage of the Doctor's Vera- 


city and Juſtice. The Sound of Paper), 


and the Notion of wilfully Reſolving to 
beſtow ſuch Treatment, may run 5 
e 5 eads; 
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heads: and cath this Tuvaimient is re 
ſented as Unchtiſtian, Inhumane, Ditho-| i 
neſt; a Treatment which deſerves — 5 
Epithers from his -Lerdſhip, may ſeem to 
entitle the Perſon who has uſed it, to thoſe 
(more familiar) Appellations, which F 
care not to repeat. Some of his Lordſhip's 
good Friends have thought eee 
Worthy to make ſuch Free Complements. to 
their Superiours; and with as little Cere-: 
mony as one ſhall uſually obſerve: Which 


theſe Gentlemen would not (all of them 


ſure) have thought proper; unleſs they had 
either imagined themſelves to be taught; 
or were ſome way encourag d to believe, - 
that ſuch Treatment was deſerved: 0.  Þ© 
My own Humour is ſuch, that 1 havelit- 1 
tle Pleaſure in ſeeing Any One ſo Treat- 
ed by Any One; and my Deſign (according- 
ly) is fixed, to avoid the Imitation of what I: 7 
dillike: To make good, if poſſible, all 
that my Title-page pretends; and (what-: 
ever elie I may fail in, ſtill) to preſerve a 
due regard to Charity as well as Truth: 
Neither to expreſs, nor imph, any un- can- 
did, or any needleſs, Surmiſes againſt tlie 
Inward Sncerity, or the Moral Character 
of Perſons: And to Guard the Reader, 
withal, againſt miſconſtructions in that 


particular; ; as often as I am aware of the 
* A that can require it. 


wer 


LO 
Whatever Defects there may have been 

even, in this reſpe&t; on one ſide, or on 
Both: Even for theſe, I ſhall deſire to 
find the moſt friendly Interpretations ; and 
that my Reader too would always re- 
member to do the ſame. The Defects 
of Caution, or of Candour, ought tot, I 
think, to be reſolved into the + want of Cha- 
& rity ; when it is poſſible that they ſhould 
be more favourably accounted for. But 
This I am determined in, that they Jhall 
= always be imputed, by me; rather to A- 
ny Thing, than to the wicked Diſp»eſty of 
taking Refuge in * Paſſion and Calumm, 
on purpoſe to ſupport a known Falſhood, 
or grve life to a deſperate Cauſe among the 
In the mean time, I ſhall take leave 
to obferve; That if the failings have been 
gon Both ſides, it is not very Equitable 
that all the Honour ſhould be on one ſide, 
and all the Diſgrace on the other: That 
Vu face is not quite the ſamie thing with 
Internal Reality; and that the Bp. of B---r 
— s not the Only Livin g Man; | who has a 
Right to Chriſtian and Humane Treatment, 
por to Equitable and Good-natured Inter- 
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J See his Lordſhip's Pref, to Mr. Pillonn. p. 21. 
* Mr. Fillonn! . 11. 


£87 


For the Firſt of cheſs Remarks: 1 be- 


leve it may be well enough known, that 
the Exceſs of Candour has not, on either 
fide, been the Fault moſt Complainzd of. 
And perhaps it may now begin to appear 


to ſome Readers, That there has been 
no great occaſion to Boaſt ; even on that 
ſide which has much abounded, both with 


Boaſiings and Complaints. 
No leſs than The * Angel- JTemper on one 


ide, and That of Michael's Adrerſary on 
the other, is the State of the Matter, that has 


been ſet forth to the Publick. Sure ſome- 


thing ought. to be ſaid ; when ſuch fla- 


ming Repreſentations appear, in the face of 


the Sun? Since by this Account, it may 
ſeem as if All were Angels, who have the 


ſame Perſuaſions, with our Occaſional Au- 
thor; and accordingly, that All who 


Diſſent from thoſe. Perſuaſions, were ſome- 
body knows. What. Yet I ſhall do him 
the Juſtice to acknowledge my Opini- 
on, That (on his own fide) he had no. i 
Other, immediately, in his view, beſides 


his Lordſhip; who has Michael, the Arch- 
angel, to - repreſent him. Becauſe he 


might know well enongh, that ſome O- 
thers of the Angelic, Party, but of Inferior 
LE FEE] Or- 


® Occaſional. Paper. V. 2. Num. 7. p. 1. 
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: gainſt them, So | that the Authors Deſtg- 


it 4 Prince of the Deyils. Perhaps That may 


1 


2 
n Þ pearance) while he is performing it; as 
the Perſon he oppoles, is (and has been) 
an Angel. Unleſs there can be any thing 


1 3 
. 


, 
7 


bf This to be abated in Conſtruing the 


3 


4 1 
1 


22 Fx 


A 
: 
5 
1 75 
1 


| 1 ollowing Words of the ſame Author, 
( and in the ſame Sentence: ) That One 
coul think the famous Diſpute between 
Michael and the Devil, were fought over 
Regan the Perſons of Men. 

lam tired of theſe ſhocking Repreſen- 
gationc. Inftead of Angelical and Diabo- 


- Wical, let us content our ſelves with Can- 


y 


Ny 


— 


id and Un- candid. And let us remember 


8 


N 


hat it is not, properly, the Inward Temper 
f Men, we are to take our meaſures of, 


i* x 
8 2 
3 . . bY nc 
e 
E ot 
* 4 
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Fesbely judge of the Heart. Nor yet, is 
| FOE it 
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it only a Railing Accuſation, expreſſed in | 


Terms are to be heard, I ſuppoſe, from 
the Princepals in the preſent Controyerly, | 
on either ſide, Or if they were; yet 


| thing which is to the ſame Effet, muſt i 
come into the Ballance. Does Candour | 


this reſpect) only as a Symptom of ill In- 9 
Fects e And is there nothing elſe, beſides 


give 45 reaſonable Suſpicions of ſuch ill 0 


[20] 


the open and downright ſtile of Rel 
Traitor, &c. which here comes under our 
Conſi deration. None of thoſe Mzuthy 


there might be ſomething beſides theſe, 
equally to be accounted of, when Can- 
dour is the Quality we are vying. Every 


ag 61 & 
1 
2 Us "hy 


5 
Mg 
#3 


Regard, toward the Repurations of other 
Men s Is Railing Accuſation criminal ( in 


conſiſt in Good Intentions, or a tender 4 


rentions, or as a, means to miſchievous Ef- 
Broad Knave and Villain, &c. which may 


Intentions ; or which is a likely to make 


the Miſchief ſucceed > Thoſe harſh Sy - 5; "x 


lables are returned back, with ſcorn, al 


the Reader ; and ſeldom fail to leave the [ 
moſt of their Effects upon the Author. 
But when ſomething to the like Senſe, þ 3 
is Addreſſed in a ſeentl Covering, with a ? 


Modeſt and Unwilling Manner ; by way 


of tender, and extorted, Complaints of 


hard Uſage received : Here — 


takes part with the W Readers 5 
L 


in Y Attracted, and Credit is gained to all, 
and to more than, is ſaid. For who 
would imagine that ſo much Modeſty and 
| Meekneſs ſhould have ſaid the Werſt ? 
Ti Thus, the Abundance of the Author's 
Candour is Diſplay'd to the World; at 
the ſame time that his Adverſaries are 
ſuffering, ſo much the more, from the 
De ficiencies of it. It ſerves himſelf as a 
FF Covert ; under which he may ſtand ſe- 
cure while he is ſending his Arrows 
about him: So that Thouſands ſhall fall 
be ſide him, and ten-thouſands at his Right- 
Hand; but it ſhall not come nigh him. 
The Havock he has made has no harm 
in it; only becauſe there. was nothing 
Ungenteel in the Manner of doing it : Or 
becauſe the Inſtruments he imploy'd, 
were kept a little Clean, and Smooth; 
and thereby only ſo much the keener, for 
doing effectual Execution. 15 | 
2X [T1 hope it is evident, that a Real Can- 
/ F dour is a thing very diſtinguiſhable from 
 F mere Ceremony, or Surface. And tho”, 
Vvyhen Miſchief is to be done, the doing 
itin a Fair, or Specious, Manner may 
lometimes be accounted an Obligation ; 
yet that Obligation may appear to be ſo 
much the leſs, if ſuch an Obliging Man- 
ner ſhould have a Tendency to make the 
Miſchief the greater, At the beſt, I bs 
| 5 that 


TR 


that an External Candour can have no Claim 
to any greater Value, than his Lordſhip 
will allow to an, equally, external Reli- 
gion. „„ 5 4 
Nor do J here, by naming his Lordſhip, 
delign any, the leaſt, Application of what 
J have been ſaying to his Lordſhip's In- 
Ward Charity, or to the real Candour of 
his Lordſhip's general Intentions. The 
worſt Cauſe, to which I aſcribe the worſt 
Appearances, I have obſerv'd in his Lord- 
ſhip's Writings, is meerly Human Infirmi- 
ty, diſcovering it upon ſudden Occaſions, 
or in e Circumſtancer. And withal, 
I think it would be extremely uncandid to 
entertain any farther Suſpicion : Tho' I 
cannot therefore think it the ſame (or any 
real) Offence, to repreſent his Lordſhip 
as a Writer ſubje& to Failings; even in 
this point of Candour, wherein he is ſo RK 
much applauded. If this be not allowed, 
there are Multitudes (inſtead of one) wha 
muſt ſuffer, as I fear, a worſe Imputation 
than that of mere Infirmity, Men of al- 


I 
5 


moſt all Denominations will, in their ſeve- 
71 ral Degrees, remain promiſcuouſly expos'd 
| to the ſame Cenſures; if ſome of his Lord- 
74 tThip's Aſſertions are to paſs without the 
Amendment of an Explanation; or if ſone 
6 of his preſent Explanations may not be a 
1 0 little farther explain . * 4 


— 


1.45}: 8 

in their behalf therefore, and his Lord- 
ſhip's; I ſhall here endeavour, by one ſhort 
Argument, to convince the Reader, That 
his Lordſhip did not (and could not) de- 


ſign any of thoſe Aſertions for fuch hard 
3X Sayings, as their natural Interpretation, or 


apparent Conſequences, may ſeem to make 
them. TI have already expreſſed my Belief, 
X That his Lordſhip did not mean them a- 


gainſt the Honeſty of his Miſinterpreters: 


But, fince there are many of his Lord- 


XX ſhip's Readers, who can conceive Hard 
IE Thoughts; the Argument I am now going 
co propoſe, ſhall be ſuch, as (I hope) may 
b { prove, beyond denial, not only, That the 


Z Honeſty of thoſe Miſinterpreters, was not 

attacked by his Lordſhip, but that it can- 

not (in this matter) be reflected on by 
any Moderate, and Reaſonable Man. 
My Argument is this: That thoſe miſ- 


repreſentations his Lordſhip complains of, 

cannot poſſibly be accounted for by the 
want of Honeſty alone: For, ſuppoſe a 
WNumber of Men, who want Honeſty, 


= ſhould (in conſequence of That) ſet 
themſelves to. miſrepreſent his Lordſhip's 
XZ Meanings. Theſe Meanings are ſo plain, 


that they cannot be really. miſtaken by a 
Man of common Underſtanding : As his 


Lordſhip himſelf has declar'd ; and as one 
would naturally expect, in ſo clear a 
Vriter. 


& 
Writer. When theſe Meanings therefore; 
are miſrepreſented; but little more than 
common Underſtanding, will be required 
for detecting the Cheat. If this be ſo; 

then, if the Men who want Honeſty, are 

_ obſerv'd, not only to ſet forth in open View; 
but confidently to obtrude upon Mankind 
ſuch a tranſparent Impoſture ; ſuch ſhame- 
leſs Miſrepreſentations, as may be dete- 

cted, and expoſed, by almoſt every 

Man that has Eyes to Read: Can it poſſi- 
bly be imagined, That theſe Men ſhould 

be wanting in nothing elſe beſides Ho- 
neſty; or That their Underſtandings | 
thould be very perfect, while they are em- 
ploying themſelves in no Wiſer a Project. 
Sure, they muſt have. a very Ordinary 
Capacity indeed, if they were at all m their 
Senſes: Otherwiſe They would certainly 
have Choſen ſomething elſe than ſuch - 
plain Meanings to miſrepreſent. To This 
T ſhall only add, That there may be 
ſome of thoſe Meanings, which if they 
had not been really Miſtaken, could have 
given thoſe Gentlemen no occaſion for 
Diſpleaſure; and, conſequently, no occa- 
ſion. for Any Repreſentation at all. And 
will any one now believe, that his Lord- 
ſhip did intend any of his ſevere Paſſa- 
ges, expreſly, againſt the Honeſty of his 


Miſrepreſenters? When it is 1 
| that 


T7 25. B = 
chat he could not be ſevere. upon their 
A Honeſty, without being more ſevere upon 
I cheir Underſtanding Ae. This may, E 
bope, be à very, Caution; both to 
bis Lordſhip's Adve rlaties and his-Friends: 
That neither + of them ſhould miſun- 
—_derftand his -Lord{hip's Intentions. to be 
more hoſtile than really could be; e 7 


WT Pallages, where ;the vilinds. his Lordſhip 
= —_— ſo Patbvicalys of, bang ut 

1h auld hope 3 That 5 Kb fault 
ff miſrepreſenting. his Lordſhip, cannot 
be accou ted — the want of Honeſty, 
Vicheur nue 2 
9 derſtanding beſides ; it may appear to 

every Body y, to be but Hunane and Equi- 
3 * That this Fault ſhould be — 
co the want of Underſtanding Alone. And 
ff Thus much be allowed; there is e 
5 chin 5 — 3 it — be wot hard 14 
"1 the Want of * mo implies a * = 
A ©2ordinary Want et Senſe; — a 

Lordſhip s Principal, ve 
vor, in any degree, the Priviledge ot being 
Wy luſpeced: to want Senſes, It will follow, 
That 7 5 the want of Senſe, nor the 
£1 wank of Honeſty, was concerned in their 

; E a 9 


Miſ repreſenters 


— 


thels: Miſrepreſentations were #2al Mi- 
ſtakes; but — the Meanings ½ miſta- 
ken, were ſuch Meanings as could be mi- 


that ſueh a Man may be thus miſtaken. 


0281 


— From which che next 


venice} will be; not barely, That 


ſtaken even by a Man of 8 s, | 
than Common Underſtanding. ' = 
When his er thevefore,' decres 5 
concerning a thoſe Meanings, that 
could Ns be miſtaken by a Man of 
Common Undexſtanding ; or when he 
makes any other Declaration,” -1mporting al- 
together as much: Herein his Lordſhip 
ſeems to give us an Inſtance, (and a very 


Proving Inſtance) That a Man of a very 
uncommon Underſanding, may veally be mi- 


ſtaken; at leaſt, as to the Simplicity and 
Clearneſs of thoſe Meanings, or of the Ex- 
preſſions they are couched in: Nay, 


even in Contradiction to that apparent Evi. 


dence of Fact, which has, now ib 


ted to the Reader. ee 
Simplicity and Cletmel: hire been the 
noted Recommendations of his Lord- . 


ſhip's Writings. If, therefore, his Lord- 
hip himſelf. 1 aQually been miſtaken 
* Theſe ; if he has aſſerted thoſe 
Expreſſions to be Simple and Clear, the 
. Cond of which could: eos be mi 


ſtaken 


| — ca 27 q 
taken : Then," a Candid, Reader 7 * 
cept what has now been laid before him, 
as one Evidence, That, his Lordſhip f is not 
© Infallible;- particularly, That he is not 
hfallible in his judging « & the Merit of 
his oun Works. 
= After ſo great Ex aruples of. Fallibilic, 1 
{ſhall not be by Bets 1-4 to make * 15 on 
Confeſſion of paſt Errouts Gre R lution 
tobe more upon my Guard, againſt the lik ke, 
145 the 14 85 * therefore acknow- 
edge, that as ſometimes been m 
misfortune to mila appreners his Lp 
| Meanin 1 and this. even in ſome Points, 
where his Lordſhip: ſeems to think it 
could not he miſtaken by a Man of 
Common Capacities. I not only a20- 
knowledge theſe Miſtakes, but do like- 
wiſe fully reſolve, at all times, to acknow- 
age fo much Ignorancęe or Weakneſs, as 
any Miſtake of mine {hall be found to 
5 Fa ly. I mean, when ſo fair à Proof is 
er d, of the Ignorance or Weakneſs 
. — was in it; that an Impartial, Rea- 
onable, Man would eres I lad be 
; Prone ys | 71 þ 1 Pp 5 
Notwit W at 
ſent) venture ling acknowledge, on ooo 
other ſide, that ſuch a. Conviction is, 5 
come as yet; that 1 do not (as yet 
conceive the want either eb common 
W neſty 


— ne ations — — ett — 2 


fakes ri have now to account for © But am 
ſtrongly convinced, that a Man who 


[ 1 8 ] " 
' \ 2 * 2 
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nay or. "common dodge, & 
ſſary, in any degree, to thoſe Mi 


8 


wanted neither, and Who had laid bir 4 
hand upon his ow: as his Lordſhip di- 


refs; might fievertheleſs be fo nen: : 
and not (thereby) deſerve any Tra gical 
Exclamations of Inhumanity or Trquſtice. 


Theſe, I fear, may themſelves be, ſome⸗ 
times, very Hard and SOL, F in Effect, 


_ the? not in Deſign. 


1 karther 0 led e, that Swe & 


the" . his Lordſhip” has latel 


ſhewn me, in whole, or in part 


ſuch as I Loud hardly ever have appre- 
hended, withbut ſo good an Aſiffitice, to 


be the Meanings of io clear, and ſo guar- 
ded a Reaſoner: Efpeciathy after a very 
remarkable Preface, 'which'there may be 
Occafion to obſetye upon another Time. 
* T'4hall, for the preſent,” take leave f 
this Topick, with adding one ſhort Argu- 
ment irther i in his Lotafhip®* Behalf: 


To ſhew that his Lordſhip could not, 
7 licit and deliberate] 2 intend his 7 


Tfeemingly) Hard Sayings, 'againſt the Ho, 
Ny of his Miſcepee! SK Gr a in 
their Underſtanding Either. Of © 

am ſatisfied, for my own part, upon lt 
— and mio Hon noutable Grounds: 
But, 


ry 


»d RH a 1 — 77 


W „ | 


* Aube in Re Lor 
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But; as every thing Has not aha weight 


with all Readers ; Bind Tam now going 


9 to propoſe, ma) "have the moſt effect up- 
on ſome: But e e W who 
(by their Want of | Candoyr, and their 
5 unreaſonable Prejudices Saale Fro Lord- 


ſhip) are the | hardeſt to be, Ea 


convinced. 


It has already been proved, that if his 


E Lordſhip had intended thoſe ( ( ermin 19 
Hard Savings againſt , the Hone 


Miſrepreſenters, or againſt Rent Under- 


| ſtanding ; he muſt, either way, have in- 


tended to repreſeht' "thoſe Ingenious Gen- 
tlemen, as wantir 'Comnion Senſe. And 
now I only ask, "whether it can be ima- 
gined by His“ Lordſhip 5 Friends, or his 


Enemies Either”; oY hat the Want *£ Com- 


mon Senſe Was a Character, his Lord. 
W ſhip could ever nean to ihſinuate, of 
W thoſe very Ingenious and Learned A p- 
3 = NSAR IE S Oer Whom he was to 


ave th Hondur of 1 Lena! a Tri 1 
peng my ſelf 0 (bete and . 

bis Lord ＋ And 
would hope, that Ti may be ſome⸗ 


4 thing, towards merit that Aſſiſtance 


from his Lordihip; which J have 'a Prof- 
ect of," in my future Endeavours upon 
the Prine er Points are to Debate. . 


- — 2 - 
= = 
—ͤ——m—ä—— — — .uĩ— is 3 ed * — 


ip 
. Pal le, I think, has been already hinted 
ut 


LN I have declared againſt ; That his 


8 Ale; then, I e 


That his The hi 
ſo Unccandid %s; 
the mean time, it is my perſuaſion, on 


£393); 


or e cannot a E i 


dency , . —ͤ— may tog 5 84 et 
ſome Readers: : And, particularly, thoſe 
who have not Candowr enough to bethink 
themſelves, What other Meaning his Lord- 
could have, Something to this PRI 


the Obſervation is here. repeated with 

a different view): . Becauſe it may help us 
in ſome meaſure). to Account for the 
Riſe, and Prevalence, of that Vulgar O- 


Keen up, in his preſent Contr overſy, is, 4 


e Truth ſhould be tried 
by eue us If by Argument 
is. Lordſhip 
would not haye pes by Prejudice, at 
all: And in tho We 'Profſſons of 
bis Lordſhip's to this purpoſe; I bepe, 
ip has hardly an Enemy, 
to Role him. In 


55 neyer to be Anſwered. = 
ord, ip has Tau ae ex gy 2 = 


the 


£863. 
the other ſide ; that his Lordſhip” 8 en 
Genius does ( narurally, and 1 
Wy) lead him into 2 Ways Laa — 
Vs to be Unan{werable'; and of prepur 

4 n the Prejndices of his Reader, for rt the 
4 8 ion of that Kind ”_ 
very Prejudice, ſo far as N 
pon 11 Readers becker de 
good Preparative to fuch an 

he Writer. Suppoſe the Writer, Tile 
fore, to oblige" his Reader with mod 
and je 3 7 ** - og (in Re- 
urn for that Hiſance imagine 
> Railing pes 3m to be left out by 
his Author, Becauſe he has the Truth of 
ns Cauſe to traſt to. And then, there is 
ilmoſt no Thanks to him for being Un- 
ry For, 1 77 re not under- 
ta at Magna errtas, &c. Ox, 
Fhat Truth is Onmpotent of it fell wt 
Will not be foiled? | 

Suppoſe the Civil Writer's Expreſſions 
Would any way, infuſe into 5 eaders, 
ſtrong Suſpicion of his Adverſary's Hs 
efty. It is a Maxim as old, ot older than 
ully; That he who is to comince * 
ers of Any Thing, muſt in the firft 
lace, corvince them of hir own being 2 
ood 8 of no Ada 
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has already, taken poſſeſſion of Thoſe 04 


nenen ( Lordfſhip's, / in; particy- 
ER 18010 make * Reader Pſupet 2 
that hi Lordſhip” 85 i ee have no 


| Underſtanding. . Sure, it will be allow- 
ed, That Ie is fairly Unanſwerabl 


| who ſhould nia be Able to / 
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an Author 5 being Unanſwerable. And if 
are not, ſome Paſſages in his Lordſhip's 
of this. Kind: At leaſt,' into a Man 


3 convinced already, that his Lordſhip'sM 


Plain Meanings, which may ſo Je; wy 


. 
* 5 
3 4'*$ : 
of * 
; 5 


(371 


thers whom he has to convince 2 | 
'On the ot 3 ſide: Suppoſe, any Ex- 


whom No-body is able to Anſwer : 1 


ſuch a Reaſoner as his Lordſhip; 7 bo 
thoſe that have Common. Senſe e, are 
(conſe nſoquenth) on his Lordſhip's fide? 
Conceptions as thele, now: men- 
don d, may be of great Service towards 


it be a Queſtion, Whether there are, or 


S a Ls «a A — w Ie" 


Writings; which may inlinyate { Ck 


(no more than) Common. Underſtanding of 
this Queſtion the Reader may judge, by 1 
the Sample he has already den; and, if 
ever there be occaſion, he ſhall. baye 5 
more than à ſmall Sam . for his Satisfa- 
ction. He may ( po ly). be pretty well h 


Plain Meanings are ſuch, as can eafily e- 


nough be miſtaken. Now the having uch 5 


den; is What I take to be another 
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. 
of his Lordſhip's un: projected Adyantas 


ges, towards leeming to be .unanſweras 
ble. As the having 4 abſolutely ) , 1720 


E Meaning, would in my Opinion, be; the 
horteſt and ſureſt way, of all: Not only 
co ſeem unanſwerable, or abſolutely to be = 
Wo; but even to eſcape the Affront of be- 


0 


Wng (ſo much as) Contradicted. 


If the Meanings are liable to Toh | mi- 


| ſtaken, the Reſpondent, who is in ſuch a 
miſtake, may fancy himſelf to be confu- 


ting his Lordſhip, while he is only enga- 
3 ; and while his Lord- 


ip himſelf, inſtead of beiug vanquiſhed 


by ſuch an Encounter, has only the better 
Opportunity of ſhewing himſelf as a Con- 
querout, and obtaining a Triumph. For, 


it is an Imagination, 95 and obvious 


enough, That if his Lordſhip's P lain and 
rue Meaning could have affor ded an 

hing confutable; They, who had Occaſe 
for ſomething to confute, nęed not 
have been at the Trouble of miſtaking it, 
Wor of contriying another Meaning out of 
their own vention. And then, when 
ſuch a Miſtake is made, his Lordſhip. has 
an unconteſted Right, to declare, and, aſ- 


certain, what his own Meaning was. 


(Which Right, it might be wiſhed, that 


every Reader would, in Equity, allow. to 
every one of his Lordſhip's preſent)Corree 
| 1 


ſpondents.) 


Fpondents.)/ When, therefbre, his Lord: | q 
If . 


| Notion of Unanſwerability from one Par- 
Point ſo very material as This, to the 


his Lordſhip's frequent Opportunities of 


affecting the Readers in his Lordſhip's 
Favour; and engag 


nities of re- iterating thoſe Pathetical 


Th er: That is, (as! 
. much Com as, 


ac]. 


p's True Meaning is thus Authenti- 
cally. declared; it is evident, That, by 
this Declaration Alone, his Lordſhip's 4 
verfaries are ſo Far unanſwerably confu- 
ted. And it is not improbable, there may 
be ſome Readers, who can transfer the 


ticular to all the reſt; El pecially, from a 
Great' Purpoſe; of his Lordſhip s Perfo- 
nal Defence. 

Able, That 


Nor does it ſeem intpo 


rectifying — 5 may help 
very much towards the ſame Purpoſe. 
Becauſe, Theſe may afford the Means of 


aging their Good Will to the 
Opmion, That all his Lordſhip delivers, 
is Unanſwerable Argument. His Lord- Wl 
ſhip's Opportunities of rectifying M 1. 
repreſentations, are ſo man portu· 


Complaints of the Hard Ufage he re- 
ceives from his Miſrepreſenters. The ſame i 
Hard Uſage which his Lordſhip receives | 
with face Exemplary Meekneſs, fuch 4 


ſhould, have imagine ) without over- 
wy 
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ay 
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4 be natural for thoſez.. who, are deeply af- 


RR. 
My Reaſons for | imagining ſo, have 


been already explained, in obſerving the 
Import and Tendency of his Lordihip's 
Complaints. In all theſe matters, I do 
moſt heartily acquit his Lordſhip of an 
(expreſs and premeditated) Meanings, a- 
gainſt the Honeſty or the Underſtanding, 
either of his Adverſaries or his Readers. 


Yet ſtill, I can no otherwiſe conceive of 


his Lordſhip's Plaintive Expreſſions ; but 
that they have a Tendency, both to 
create ſome Odd Opinion or other of his 


Lordſhip's Adverſaries; and to captivate 


his Readers to the Notion, that Himſelf, 
and his Cauſe, are never to be over- 
| thrown, What may be the Influence of his 
8 Lordſhip's Charitable Lamentations over 

his Miſfepreſenters; need not ſure be en- 
larged upon, after what has been already. 
Wand conſtrained, Expoſtulations upon. the 


W Unhear'd of Hardſhips, and Indignities he 
ſuffers from their Injuſtice; it is eaſy to 
W apprehend, that theſe may be very mo- 
WT ving to the Compaſſion of a Tender and 
WW Good natur'd Reader. The Caſe bei 


thus repreſented as very Grievous, it wil 


fected with it, to make his Lordſhip f 5 
amends; by their more willing and eaſy 
Belief, That Argument cannot anſwer the 
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Man, whom Calumm is employed to a- 
buſe. Such Affections, and (the Conſe- 
quence of them) ſuch Imaginations; will, 
as naturally, communicate and diffuſe 
themſelves from one to another; and 
thence it may, in time, become the Po- 
pꝓular Opinion, That he, who Suffers in ſo Wl 
grievous a manner, muſt needs be a Suf- 
ferer for Unanſwerable Truth. -'' © 
Nou, in order to the preventing of 
fuch dangerous Srepbileſſions ; I would in- 
treat the Reader, as he values the Right 
 Vle' of his Underſtanding, - always to re- 
member thoſe very Needful and Impor- 
tant Precepts: That he ſhould never be 
prevailed upon, either to Decline after Ma- 
u, in perverting Judgment, or to counte- 
nance a POR Man in his (uuſ e.. 
lis Lordſhip has, in my Opinion, ſeve- Ml 
ral other Advantages towards appearing 
Unanſwerable. But, becauſe I would 
now haſten to my Proof, That he is not 
Jo in reality; I ſhall add but one farther 
Inſtance: And This ſhall be One that is 
neceſſary to the Argument that follows. 
It is his Lordſhips manner to expreſs 
0 ſtrong an Aſſurance of his being in the 
Right, as to the principal Points of his 
Doctrine, and the principal Arguments he 
ales to ſupport them; that a Reader may 
ji be in danger of ſuppoſing his Lordſhip 
1 UMA e Un- 


* 


. 
Unanſwerable, Becauſe his Lordſhip may 
| ſeem to tell him ſo.” Some Inſtances of 
W bis Aſſurance ſhall be produced, and con- 
W fdered ; after a very ſhort Account of 
the principal Points his Lordſhip has to 
It may be ſuppoſed that the Reader 
is already acquainted with the gene- 
ral Subject of this Controverſy And that 
he knows it was his Lordſhip's Deſign, 
in the Sermon, to repteſent- the Nature 
of the Church; that is of the Univerſat - 
Inwiſible Church, as his Lordſhip has 
ſince explained it. Upon this Deſign, his 
Lordſhip begins with throwing aſide the 
Image (as he calls it) of this Inviſible 
Church: That he might ſhew us the 
Features of it, with more Exactneſs, in 
the Image of an Inviſible Kingdom. © 
From the Image, or ( in plainer Lan- 
guage) from the Notion of a Kingdom, 
and a Kingdom not of this World; his 
Lordſhip draws his Inferences in the Ser- 
mon. Theſe Inferences from the Iuviſi- 
ble Kingdom, are Principally againſt that 
Authority which his Lordſhip calls Abſo- 
lute, in the viſible Church: And againſt 
the ute of Worldly Sanctions (that 1 1 
ee eee enen e 
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e See p. 70, 77, &c. of the Anſw, to the Report:. 
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the Affairs of Conſcience; and Religio 
by his nine ſtill the ſame Inferences, 


are generally ' carried 
Phraſes of Aſſurance they are delivered 


. ving Alt the Paſſages that might be to my 
and his Lordſhip's other Works upon the 


Snape (p. 34, 47.), and in his P. S. to Dr. 
. k (J. 87.), his Lordſhip openly ex- 
pen es an Opinion, That he has made his 


| Not of this World, is Not a Kingdom Of 
ſtractly conſidered, I have the Honour 


a Church ; 1 mould ſtill have had the 


1 383 
fay, late Puniſhinents, or Rewards) is 


In che ſeveral: Pieces, fince 


ncerning 


2nd the fame Real onings, to e them, 
With 3 ö 


Theſe, we are to aner 


and whether that Aſlurange has any rati· 
Foundation, 
Endleſs would be the labaur af obſer: 


purpoſe ; in the Anſwer to the Canmittee, 
ſame Subject: But the few. Inſtances 


which follow ma ſerve inſtead of all.. 
In his Lord ip's. Anſwer to Dr. 


trers as plain os Identical Propoſations : 
As plain as That rhe Kingdom: of Chriſt-is 
the N. ingdam of. C briſt, or Fhat a Kingdom 


this World. In which Propoſitions, ab- 


entirely to agree with his L Lordſhip; and 
if his Lordſhip had added, in the ſame. 
direct and peremptory Terms, That a 

Kingdom Is a Kingdom, and a Church Is 


2.09% 


= as plain as the firſt of his Iydemicky (That 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, is ' the Kingdom 
of Chriſt); and Whether he has offered 
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lame Honour, and che ſame proves 
ment, as before. But, Whether his 
Lordſhip has actually made his own Ar- 


guments from the Nature of a Kingdom, 


&' 


One Word, or Syllable, towards making 
the reſt of his Arguments as plain as the 


Second of his 1denricks : This we ſhall dili- 
gently examin, when we come to the 


proper pee.” ooo HE TE 
In the Sermon (p. 22.), his Lordſhip 
obſerves, that our Saviour left 0 C- 


| 1ands, for the uſe of Worldly Sanctions; 
| and No Rules againſt any ones inquiry 


into the Truth of 1 it fel, Af- 
ter which Remarks, it is added (p. 23.) 


but, On TRE ConTRARy, & plain 
4 Declaration as a few Words can mph, that 
His Kingdom, is not of this World. l 


Here I ſuppoſe the Meaning to be: 


That his Lordihip's Text contains as plain 


a Declaration, as any fmall Number of 


Words can contain; both againſt the ufe 


of thoſe Sanctions afore-mention'd, and 
againſt all Rules of Reſtraint upon ſuch In- 
ume. oi OTE nn nn Rs 

For, unleſs this be the Meaning; his 
Text will not be ſo plain a Declaration 
| 2 5 Og ; FP * 5 on : 
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TE 
on the, contrary of That, which it is here 
expreſly brought in to contradiccde. 

Therefore: Either the Meaning muſt 
be, That this Declaration is ſo plain a- 
gainſt thoſe Reſtraints, and thoſe Sancti- 
ons, his Lordſhip is oppoſing ; or, I muſt 
acknowledge, for my own part, that it is 
(at preſent). impoſhble for me to make 
See of the Paſſage. 
_ Herein I am very much confirmed, by 

ſeveral other Reaſons I could offer; but 
hope that what has already been ſaid, 
may be ſufficient for the Readers ſatis- 

"OO AN RIES 7 b 
His Lordſhip in the ſame Page (23), 
and within a few Lines, proceeds thus: 

the Oueſtion with You ought to be, Whether 
He (our Saviour) did not know the Na- 
ture of his own Kingdom, or Church, better 
than Any ſince his Time ? Whether you can 
ſuppoſe, He left any ſuch Matters to be deci- 
ded againſt Himſelf, and his own Expreſs 

Profeſſions ; and whether if an Angel ſrom 

Heaven ſhould give You any Account of his 

Kingdom, contrary to what He himſelf bath 

done, it can be of any Weight, or Authority, 

„„ 535 et + frog 
lere, again, the Meaning ſeems to be 
_ - this: That the Inferences his Lordſhip 
has made from thoſe Expreſs Profeſſions, 
vr that plain Declaration, afore-mention'd, e 

| | 295 | are 
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are { 0 allibly | 'True ; that if an Angel 
from den ſhould bring any Interpre- 
tation of thoſe Words, different from 
Nhat his Lordſhip has given us: Such an 


Angel ought to be rejected, as the Prea - 


her of a new Goſpel. My Reaſons for 
inderſtanding the _—_ in this Senſe, 

are Theſe. Firſt, becauſe an Angel could 
ot be ſuppoſed: to tell us: This indeed 
's the Meaning of your Saviour's Words ; yet 
ou ought to believe Me rather than Him: 
But only to perſuade us, that we miſtake 
pur Saviour's Meaning; and ought to in- 
erpret his Words otherwiſe than we now 
oo pa * 6 
On the other ſide; it may be conſider d, 
hat we can ſuppoſe to have been bis 


W-4/ip's Deſign, in this Paſſage. And 


Wre, it could not be, to admoniſh his 


„J / £3. ET... 


Audience, That they ought not to be- 
leve an Angel, in Contradiction to aur 
aviour, where they are infallibly ſure 
hat he does contradict him: But only to 
erſuade them, that, in thoſe Points his 
Lordihip was aſſerting, they actually ought 
o have ſuch an Aſſurance: T hat is; if an 
Angel's Interpretation of our Saviour's 


Hip's; His Lordſhip's Hearers, and Rea- 
lers, ought to think themſelves ſo per- 
ly ſure, that his Lordſhip is in the 

LES G | right, 


Vords, ſhould be contrary, to his Lord- 


implies that he has Poſitiveh aſſur d:them, 


| rekt) from his Text, may ſeem; in theſe 


right,” and the Angel in che wrong; as'ta 
fiche the Angel, and (out of their Chrj. 


ſays) _-— e warn d Men 2 urs 5 


thority; or to be (in his Lordſhip 


— — 


[a2] 


Ran Duty) to adhere to his Lordſhip. 
Such is the Meaning af his Lord ip' 


Fuptbſſions; as they appear to me: The 


Reader may try, whether he can give him. 
ſelf any other ns: Account of the 
Paſſage. . Aru : * 

Page 25. He may ſee more of the 
fame kind. Our Saviour (his . Lordſhip 


them, & 
Pond) Warn 'd tha by flaring ale 


What is it then, of which our Saviour 
has Poſitively aſſur d us, in his Lordſhip" 
Text? Thus the following Words repre 
ſent it-—by aſſuring them that this Ring 
amis his Kingdom, and that it is nota 
1 World; and TRERETOREBETRHAT IN 
one of bis Suh) efts is Law-gruer and Juug 
over others of them, in Matters Cs] ti 
Salvation, bur he alone, &. 
1 Lordſhip's Infetences: (Tu ER 


Points, to have our Saviour's Expreſs Au 


Judgment )/ as nearly equal to the P. 
tive Declarations ot our Saviour him 
ſelf; as if the Infallible Premiſes had bee 


3d down by our nee and the 11 


[43]. 


| ible Concluſions from them dedaced by an A 
poſtle. Our Saviour has pofitively aſſured them, 
that this Kingdom is his Kingdom, &c. and There- 
| fore (he has poſitively aſſured them) that No one 
LE his Subjests is Lawgiver, &e. 


There is no other way that I kris of, to : 


interpret, or Jupph, the Sentence. And 1 think 


his Lordſhip has ſomewhere an Expreſſion ta 
this Purpoſe: in his Anſwer to the Report: That 


Fa choſe, in the Sermon, to /belter himſelf under 


Saviour, Authority. The Reader ſees, I 
preſume, that his Lordſhip did ſomething, 


which may be ſo called; 450 in what manner 


it was done. 


- Under this Shelter, his Lordſhip e to 


be infallibly ſure, that his own Perſuaſion is 
not only right; but eſſential alſo to Chriſtia- 


nity itſelf. Upox theſe Grounds he has, in my 
Opinion, proceeded to very great Severities; 


and ſeems to have really Un-churched, and Un- 
chriſtian'd at leaſt, as many /incere Chriſtians, 


as the moſt rigid of thoſe, whom he cenſures 


for That very Practice. This one would expect 
bis Lordſhip ſhould not do (as his Holineſs him- 
ſelf does it not) without an Opinion of Abſo- 
lute Certainty, to warrant it. But whether his 
Lordſhip has. really done it, or not ; whether 
he has really Un-churched and Un-chriſtianed, 
Any Body, or No Body: This the Reader 
may judge, by the one Paſſage that follows, 
out of many to the like Putpole,. which his 


Lordſhip s late Writings afford. 


Sermon. p. 16, 17. The only Tine Account © 


of the Church of Chriſt, or the Kingdom of Chriſt, 


in te Mouth of a Chriſtian, is: That it is the 
8 . Number 


** 
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[4] 
Number of Men, whether ſmall or great, whether. 
diſperſed or united, who truly and fincerely are Sub- 
jects to Feſus Chriſt Al oN R, as their Law-giver _ 

aud Judge, in Matters relating to the Favour of ' 
God, and their Eternal Salvation. 
By being Subject to Chriſt Alone; his Lordſhip 
(as I imagine) can poſſibly mean nothing elle 
than, the acknowledging no kind of Subjection, 
in thoſe Affairs, to any other Superiours : Not, 
even, upon. a Suppoſition, That Thoſe Others 

have a real Authority, in ſuch Affairs, from 

Chriſt himſelf. So that if a ſincere, miſtaken 

Man ſhould pay any Obedience to that ſuppoſed 

Authority; tho' merely out of Obedience to 

Chriſt himſelf, (or, becauſe he verily believes 
it is Chriſt's Will, that he ſhould do ſo:) Yet 
ſtill, the Sincerity of this Man's Heart, is not 

enough (in his Lordſhip's Account) to make 

him a Chriſtian NG 
By the little that has now been ſaid, out of 
very much that might have been, it may ap- 
pear, that his Lordſhip delivers his Notions 
with a very high Degree of Aſſurance. This 
Aſſurance of his Lordſhip's, may (as I fear) 
infuſe itſelf, very naturally, into a plain Engliſh 
Reader: Eſpecially in a Cauſe ſq well Patro- 
niz'd, fo exceedingly Proteltant, undertaken for 
the Benefit of the Poor Chriſtian Laity ; and 
therefore ſo very ſelSdenying ta a Chriſtian 
Biſhop. And more eſpecially, in a Writer ſq 
very Candid, and after ſo ſolemn an Introdu; 
ction about the Miſuſe of H/ords. For, in ſuch 
2 Cauſe, and after ſuch a Preparation: Who 
would ever ſuſpect, that ſuch an Author, ſo 
very tender towards his Malicious * i 
. | ou 


* 
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ſhould not be very careful indeed, of doing 
ſtice to his Friendly Readers? Who would 
imagine, that he ſhould: not be extremely cir- 
cumſpect in all his own Argumentations? Ar 
teaſt, what True Proteſtant would ever incl ine 


to believe, That, in arguing againſt Popery,: 


his Lordſhip ſhould aſſume any Semùlaute of I- 
fallibility, where the Argument has not a real 
Foundation to ſupport it? Or ſhould allow: 
himſelf ro fright People into his Notions, with 
the Danger of being no Proteſtants, no Chri- 
ſtians, it they will not Think, as he Thinks? 
What common Reader would imagine, That 
(unleſs his Lordſhip's Reaſonings were infallibly 
right) his Lordſhip ſhould not bethink himſelf, 
whether ſuch Alarums may not have ſome Re- 

ſemblance to a mere Outcry of Humane Terrour ? 


Rs go 


among his Lordſhip's moſt Devoted Readers; 
nay, that ſuch Prepoſſeſſions do exceedingly 


prevail, and abound: Is, what I believe to be 
no great Secret. And I do therefore believe, 


that if it be poſſible to remove and diſlodge 


them; the doing This, will be the more uſeful, 


by how much the ſooner it is done: Since there 


may be very great Inconvenience, in ſuffering 
any Advances towards I:fallibility, to reſt long 


in Poſſeſſion of the moſt eminently Proteſtant Un- 

derſtandings. | 9 
Now if it can be evidently proved, That 

his Lordſhip's Reaſonings axe actually falſe, or 


groundleſs; even in thoſe very Particulars, 


where there are the faireſt Intimations of their 


being Jnfallibly Concluſive; where the greateſt 


Streſs is laid, or the fulleſt (and moſt peremp- 


tory) ) 


rn, 
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